
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EU funds for sustainable innovation in the logistical sector of Limburg and the 

facilitating role of the Province of Limburg 

A study looking into the knowledge and motivation of 11 renowned logistical companies in Limburg 

with regards to working with European funding programs 

 

 By: Niels Coehorst 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Student number: 1742124 

Study year:  4 

Word count:  11.000 

University:  Zuyd University of Applied Sciences 

Faculty:   School of European Studies 

Study:   European Studies 

Internship provider: The Province of Limburg 

Internship supervisor: J.C.M. Konings 

 

Date:   13-06-2021 



2 
 

Abstract 
  

The climate is becoming an increasingly pressing item on the political agenda which results in 

governments creating more “green” legislation in order to address and implement the EU’s climate goals. 

In order to achieve a sustainable transition, our society will have to come up with new initiatives and 

invest in sustainable innovation. As a governmental institution, the Province of Limburg wishes to do its 

part in the realisation of this green transition by spreading awareness on the availability of European 

financial aid. By doing this they aim to make a green transition which at the same time is feasible for the 

logistical sector of Limburg.  

In order to achieve this, the Province of Limburg needs to know what the relevant funding possibilities are 

and whether logistical companies in Limburg are eligible for such a fund. In addition, it will be necessary 

to find out what the current knowledge of these companies on EU funding is and what motivates or 

demotivates them in the application for EU funds. Furthermore, the role of the Province of Limburg in the 

application process of EU funds needs to be defined so that it can utilise the effectiveness of the green 

transition.  

Through document analysis the EU financial instruments that are applicable to the logistical sector can be 

defined. In addition to that, the document analysis shall provide an overview of what makes an entity 

eligible for EU funding. By having gathered all the available information regarding EU funding relevant for 

the logistical sector in Limburg it is important to research what these companies know and think about EU 

funding. Semi-structured interviews aim to find out what knowledge 11 renowned logistical companies in 

Limburg have and what their drivers and barriers are for working with EU funding. Furthermore, shall it 

answer what companies think the role the Province of Limburg should be in aiding the logistical 

companies in the application process which will ultimately result in this paper giving a recommendation to 

the Province of Limburg based on the findings. 
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Background     

Priorities and policies in the European Union (EU) are changing as the EU continues to work towards a 

more sustainable future. As a result of this, a substantial amount of money has been allocated to 

improving and innovating sustainability to achieve a more environmentally friendly future for Europe. This 

money is available for governments and companies in the form of funds, yet most do not take advantage 

of this opportunity. The Province of Limburg aims to carry out the European vision for a greener and more 

sustainable future regarding the logistical sector but currently does this with limited financial resources. 

Limburg is known as the gateway into Europe and facilitates major transportation and logistical 

companies. The logistical sector of Limburg consists of companies contributing to the supply chain on a 

regional, national, and international level. Logistics is a term that can be used in a broad sense; It includes 

sourcing, transporting, warehousing, and is a major stakeholder in the supply chain of Limburg. The 

logistical sector in Limburg keeps growing at an extremely fast pace, ultimately becoming one of the most 

predominant sectors in Limburg (Geraets, 2019), this means that it is important that an eco-friendly 

transition in this sector is realised since this will be a long-term favourable investment with regards to 

future “green legislation” in which the green goals are to be climate neutral by 2050. The policy of the 

Province of Limburg is already becoming significantly greener yet it is not reaching full potential.  

1.1.1 Desired situation 

The Province of Limburg expects that a lot of logistical companies in the region of Limburg are unaware of 

the possibility to receive EU funds for an environmental friendly transformation or are simply reluctant in 

working with the EU and aims to confirm this through research. These companies gladly use provincial or 

national funds to realise their sustainable goals, often disregarding the possibility of available European 

funds, or are reluctant in contributing to a more environmentally friendly future due to high costs of the 

transformation which is mostly likely because they do not perceive it as being profitable or feasible. 

Seeing that the Province has limited financial resources to help these companies work more 

environmental friendly, they will have to acquire additional funds by different means in order to 

contribute to the green agendas of the Netherlands and European Union. Therefore, getting EU funds 

would make it possible to contribute to a more sustainable future while keeping it feasible for all parties 

involved. These regional logistical companies are organisations that are located and operate in Limburg. It 

mainly involves companies in the logistical sector who have more resources to facilitate and execute more 

sustainable goals such as a modal shift, meaning a transformation from modality, by for example, creating 

new train routes ultimately leading to less trucks on the road and therefore contributing to sustainability. 
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1.2 Management problem 

The Province of Limburg aims to carry out the EU’s vision on a more environmentally friendly future. 

While realising a green transition is not the sole responsibility of the Province of Limburg, but rather a 

social problem that everyone needs to contribute to, the Province does wish to facilitate sustainable 

growth in the region and recognises a lack of financial resources while trying to achieve this. Since 

financial resources are lacking, additional funds have to be acquired to carry out the green agenda of the 

EU. This means that the logistical sector of Limburg could use additional funds which are not granted by 

the Province i.e. applying for European funds in which the Province could assist. 

Currently, there is a gap in the Province of Limburg’s knowledge when it comes to what makes logistical 

companies in Limburg eligible to apply for these EU funds as well as their attitudes and willingness to 

work with them. In addition, they do not know whether companies have any existing knowledge of 

European funds and whether they have green ambitions in the first place.  

1.2.1 Research objective 

By doing research on the knowledge, opinions, and motivating and demotivating factors of regional 

logistical companies towards EU funding of greener solutions e.g., in form of a modal shift or sustainable 

innovation, the Province can promote EU funds and possibly collaborate with these companies to carry 

out the EU’s green vision by means of additional funding. These green solutions that can be subsidised by 

the EU are, for example, changing from modality and by doing so reducing the number of trucks on the 

road or by using eco-friendly fuel and therefore realising an energy transition. The mobility cluster of the 

Province strongly encourages these initiatives. The mobility cluster is responsible for the management of 

infrastructure and transportation in Limburg and are currently focussing on improving their policy area in 

Limburg; this is a continuous process of working on fulfilling the goals set in the agenda of the Province 

and other overarching governments. With the introduction of Europe’s ambitious Green deal in which EU 

member states work towards a greener future, 10 billion euros have been allocated to already existing 

European financial instruments which could potentially be interesting for the cluster of mobility and the 

logistical sector in Limburg (European Commission, sd). 

This research aims at providing the mobility cluster of the Province of Limburg with a clear overview of EU 

funds and what makes logistical companies eligible for these funds, what drives the 11 interviewed 

companies to engage in applying for EU funds or what withholds them, and what role the Province of 

Limburg (mobility cluster) should play in facilitating this sustainable growth in these companies by EU 

means. Through assuming the right role, the Province of Limburg can encourage and assist logistical 

companies in applying for EU funds and by doing so subsequently carrying out the EU’s green agenda with 

external funds. 
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1.3 Research question 

In summary, there is a lack of financial resources at the Province of Limburg to carry out the EU’s green 

policy. On the other hand, there are EU funds available for governments and companies, yet most do not 

take advantage of this opportunity. There is also a lack of knowledge on logistical companies in Limburg 

that are eligible for EU funds and on what drives or withholds these companies to work with EU funds. By 

doing research on the eligibility, knowledge, and opinions of logistical companies in Limburg, the Province 

can encourage companies to engage in the application for additional funds through which the EU’s green 

goals can be achieved even with limited financial resources. The research question that this paper aims to 

answer is as follows:  

What makes logistical companies in the province of Limburg eligible for EU funds that contribute to 

greener initiatives and what are the drivers and barriers for these companies to engage in an application 

for EU funds? 

By answering the research question through conducting research on the knowledge and opinions of 

companies in the logistical sector of Limburg, the Province will get a clear overview which will provide a 

base for future collaboration with companies in order to realise a green transition in light of the current 

European priorities. In addition to that, it shall give an insight into what role the logistical companies 

expect the Province to play in the application for EU funds.  

 

1.4 Content overview 

In order to answer the research question and give a recommendation on the management problem it is 

necessary that certain topics and methods through which research is conducted are elaborated on. In the 

following chapter, background information is given on relevant topics like  “Green policy” and the main 

parties involved. Furthermore, shall chapter 3. discuss the methods used to conduct this research and give 

insight on how the data was collected presented in the report. Chapter 4, will present the findings of the 

research and will carry over into chapter 5. where the findings of the research are concluded and a 

recommendation is given. 
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2. Background information 
 

2.1 Green policy 

On the 11th of December 2019, the European Union presented their ambitious Green Deal proposal in 

which the overarching aim is climate neutrality by 2050, meaning the EU wishes to completely halt 

climate change amongst the member states. In this deal, 1 trillion euros will be allocated to achieving the 

goals set out by the EU (European Commission, 2020). These goals include a circular economy, 

biodiversity, clean energy, and sustainable mobility. These four goals are all applicable in the logistical 

sector meaning that there is a great availability of EU funds that aim to implement these goals. The 

Province of Limburg is represented in the Committee of the Regions and other European institutions to 

make sure their interests are made aware of on an European level. This European cooperation is a two-

way street, which means that in order for the Province of Limburg to make use of the benefits that come 

with EU membership, both the Netherlands and the Province of Limburg have to adhere to the European 

legislation and therefore carry out the European agenda. In the coming years, the EU will create new 

strategies and foremostly laws, such as the “Climate law” that will ensure the realisation of the European 

Green Deal (EGD) and will become mandatory for all to abide by.  

As of now, EU member states create their own environmental agendas with European goals in mind. The 

Dutch agenda known as Nederlands Klimaatakkoord (NKA) is already in line with the EGD and will 

therefore, according to experts, result in the Netherlands being one of the leading countries in the 

transition to a climate neutral Europe under the EGD (Hofhuis, 2020). This Dutch climate agenda with 

European goals in it has to be implemented which can be done on a national, provincial, or municipal 

level. Similar to the EGD, the NKA sets goals for both 2030 and 2050 and addresses exactly the same 

topics as laid out by the European Union (Ministerie van Economische Zaken en Klimaat, 2019). The NKA 

set out new provisions for the public to abide by, and it is up to provincial and municipal governments to 

oversee the execution and make sure the public is aware of this new legislation.  

2.2 Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) 

The TEN-T policy is a European regulation that aims to improve the European infrastructure network. In 

order to do this TEN-T establishes 9 corridors that represent the most important multi-modal 

connections. Two of these corridors run through Limburg, striking the importance of the strategic location 

of the province and therefore coherently explaining why major logistical companies settle in Limburg. 

These corridors are made up of two layers, namely the Core network and the Comprehensive network. As 

the name suggests, the Core network makes up for the most important European connections and 

therefore receives the largest amount of funding from the EU. As of now, Limburg is on the 

Comprehensive network and is actively lobbying to put its infrastructure on the Core network during the 

TEN-T revision of 2021. By doing so, more money will become available through the Connection Europe 
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Facility (CEF) which is the investment instrument for the implementation of TEN-T. Both the TEN-T and 

CEF were scheduled to reach their targets in 2020 and are now under revision to set out goals for 2030 

and 2050 in accordance with the EGD.  

In order to make it easier and more interesting for Logistical companies in Limburg to work with EU funds, 

the inclusion of Limburg in the core network would be favourable. This is especially the case when it 

comes to future applications for EU funds. Regardless of whether the province will be on the Core 

network in the near future or not, a substantial amount of money from the EGD will be allocated to 

investment instruments (European Commission, 2020). In due time this means money will become 

available for governments and companies to make sustainable investments more feasible and that if the 

Province encourages companies to use these funds it will be able to carry out the policy of both the EU 

and Netherlands with additional funds. Therefore, ministering the needs of the logistical sector by getting 

on the core network will be a long term favourable outcome when it comes to future applications and 

making a green transition in the logistical sector.      

2.3 Main parties involved 

Two main parties are involved: the logistical sector in Limburg and the Province of Limburg.  

2.3.1 Logistical sector in Limburg 

Limburg is a logistical hotspot and houses a number of major logistical players. With both the river Meuse 

and train connections running into mainland Europe, Limburg is able to facilitate an exponentially large 

amount of logistical services. Even though there is competition amongst the logistical companies in the 

region, most of them found a way to collaborate and even bundle forces to promote the region of 

Limburg in order to generate more publicity (ELC Limburg, 2019). 

In order to reach climate neutrality in 2050, the logistical sector will have to invest in more sustainable 

means of doing business, e.g. in the forms of a modal shift, energy transitions, or innovative initiatives. 

This transition is going to cost the logistical sector a lot of money and in the long run they will look for 

additional means of financial aid such as national and provincial funds to make the transition more 

feasible. As previously mentioned in section 1.3, a substantial amount of money is allocated to the 

realisation of the EGD which provides governments and companies with much more opportunities than 

national and provincial funds. Furthermore, even though companies are reluctant to invest in 

sustainability because these investments do not generate income immediately, they are favourable 

investments for companies as they prepare for the future. These “green laws” will make it mandatory for 

companies to abide by and operate under certain green regulations, therefore, striking the importance of 

long-term investments. As of now, a lot of companies in Limburg do not know about European funds and 

the Province of Limburg frankly does not know how these companies will react to the possibility of 

working with these funds since no prior research has been conducted. 
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2.3.2 Province of Limburg 

As previously mentioned, it is the partial responsibility of the Province to contribute and carry out policy 

whilst improving aspects from their own agenda in order to realise positive growth in the province. Using 

EU funds impacts regional growth tremendously. According to research, over the past few years, great 

successes in terms of regional growth, like job opportunities and income, have been achieved by means of 

EU funding (Mohl & Hagen, 2010). Advocating for additional EU funds does not only help the Province 

financially, but it also helps them realise their own agenda with regards to sustainability such as EGD/NKA. 

The province has yet to find out which role it should play in the EU fund applications. This means that the 

Province should consider whether they only want to inform companies and government and help setting 

up a consortium or if they want to play an active role and become part of this consortium or possibly be a 

lead partner. By conducting this research, as set out in this paper, a recommendation will be given on the 

role of the Province of Limburg.  

2.4 Inhibiting factors 

This research aims to find out what drives and withholds companies in applying for EU funds. Certain 

factors are already known to the Province from their own professional experience in working with these 

companies and stakeholders. Prior to the research, preliminary informal interviews with the Province and 

stakeholders have been held by the author of this paper and these results will be discussed in this chapter 

and later on confirmed or rejected by the actual research interviews with the 11 renowned logistical 

companies. These preliminary interviews were conducted with members of the cluster of mobility of the 

Province of Limburg, members of municipalities with close ties to the logistical sector, logistical 

consultancies, LIOF (partially state-owned investment body), and logistical brokers who all assumed that 

there are several inhibiting factors for logistical companies in Limburg when it comes to applying for EU 

funds. The current understanding by the Province of Limburg is based solely on experience with these 

stakeholders. This understanding entails that the current existing inhibiting factors include a knowledge 

gap, unwillingness to invest, and prejudice. The aim of this research is partially to find out what really 

inhibits companies to apply for EU funds. This is done by seeing if the preliminary findings based on the 

experience of the Province and stakeholders are in line with the results of this research and if there are 

other factors that inhibit companies currently unknown to the Province. 

2.4.1 Knowledge gap 

In the preliminary interview with the author of this paper, stakeholders whom are active in the logistical 

sector reportedly assume that the logistical companies in Limburg are unaware of the possibility to 

receive EU funds based on their own experience. A large number of companies are not actively looking for 

green initiatives, but know they will have to invest in the near future. The companies who took matters in 

own hands are looking for ways to realise a green transition, but are unaware of available EU funds 

according to the Province and stakeholders in the preliminary interviews. The knowledge gap prevents 
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companies from applying for funds or from reaching out to governmental bodies such as the cluster of 

mobility for help.  

2.4.2 Investments 

When talking about green initiatives many companies see this as corporate social responsibility but not 

necessarily as a favourable business investment. In addition to that, not all organisations in Limburg have 

the resources to invest in research and running a project. For some organisations this means green 

initiatives will not be looked into unless alternative means of funding become available. Especially small to 

midsized organisation have multiple barriers when it comes to investing in sustainability mainly due to 

financial limitations (Sharma, Starik, & Husted , 2007). Whereas normally the idea of investing in new 

green plans is often disregarded, the availability of external funds might persuade companies to look into 

the possibilities and get in touch with for example the cluster of mobility for more information.   

2.4.3 European Union 

The European Union enables fair competition, new ways of collaborating, and open borders which are 

extremely favourable for the logistical sector. Despite their big dependency on European laws and 

policies, according to stakeholders in the preliminary interviews logistical companies in Limburg know 

little to nothing about the EU. Many companies perceive the EU as some distant supernational 

government that is unapproachable for collaboration and therefore the knowledge of the EU is limited. 

For this reason, many companies look for alternatives such as national and provincial funds according to 

LIOF since this feels closer to home whereas there are plenty of funding possibilities through European 

channels.  

2.4.4 Unknown factors 

This research is being conducted to shed a light on what drives companies to apply for EU funds or what 

withholds them. The inhibiting factors mentioned above are problems already known based on the 

understandings of the Province and stakeholders. This research aims to find out if these preliminary 

findings are correct and if there are additional unknown factors that inhibit companies in the application 

for EU funds. 
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2.4 Research questions 

After reviewing the background information several questions are raised that need answering which will 

ultimately lead to advice on the main research question. This research paper will aim to answer the 

following sub-questions of which the methodology is elaborated on in the next chapter.  

What makes logistical companies in the province of Limburg eligible for EU funds that contribute to 

greener initiatives and what are the drivers and barriers for these companies to engage in an application 

for EU funds? 

Sub-questions: 

1. Which European funds are relevant for the logistical sector? 

2. What entails eligibility for the relevant EU funds?  

3. What knowledge do logistical companies in the region of Limburg have on relevant EU funds and 

how to apply for them? 

4. What factors motivate or demotivate logistical companies in the region of Limburg to apply for 

EU funds? 

5. What role could the Province of Limburg play in assisting companies to apply for EU funds? 

Figure 1. Conceptual Model of Management Problem, Source: Author’s own compilation
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3. Methodology   

In order to answer the main research question and corelated sub-questions, it is necessary to design the 

research. The following chapter includes the methods, sampling, and analysis. 

 

3.1 Research methods 

3.1.1 Document analysis 

Research questionsstates the research question and subsequent topics that need to be understood in 

order to answer the research question. Sub-question 1 and 2 aim to find out what European funds are 

available and what makes an organisation eligible for such a fund. Seeing that the data required in this 

research is not amendable to counting and measuring, a qualitative approach has been used. Having 

established that a qualitative research method is preferred it is necessary to determine the exact 

methods. Provided that the information needed for this research was already available in form of EU 

policy, the most efficient way to answer sub-questions 1 and 2 was through a document analysis. A 

document analysis is often used because of the many different ways it can support and strengthen 

research, meaning documents can provide background information and broad coverage of data, and are 

therefore helpful in contextualizing one’s research within its subject or field (Bowen, 2009). A document 

analysis provided all necessary information regarding the available EU funds and gave a clear overview of 

the requirements one needs to fulfil in order to receive such a fund. Information has been acquired 

through official government websites and platforms where data is publicly available. The documents that 

have been used are EU legislation, EU impact assessments, Brochures on EU funding by the Dutch 

government, and more. After having established the available funds and what eligibility for these funds 

entails, it is important to look at the knowledge of companies and what motivates or demotivates them to 

work with these funds through conducting interviews.  

3.1.2 Interviews 

Sub-questions 3, 4, and 5 have been answered through conducting semi-structured interviews with 

logistical companies in the Province of Limburg. As mentioned in the previous paragraph a qualitative 

approach is preferred since this research aims to find out what beliefs, attitudes, and knowledge logistical 

companies have regarding EU funds. Seeing that there is a clear desired end goal, there is a need for 

structure in these interviews. According to research the best way to investigate attitudes and beliefs on a 

focussed topic is with a semi-structured approach (Hammarberg, Kirkman, & De Lacey, 2016). In order to 

give a useful recommendation to the Province, companies that are being interviewed need to be able to 

share their opinions and thoughts freely, especially when it comes to what role they want the Province to 

take in the near future. An in-depth, fully structured interview will not grant them the possibility to share 

their thoughts freely. Therefore, a semi-structured approach is most effective. 
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Each interview aimed to answer sub-questions 3, 4, and 5 within approximately 30 minutes. These 

questions were answered through the guidance of questions prepared by the author of this paper. In 

addition to the core questions, follow-up questions had been prepared in case of yes/no answers to 

ensure the natural flow of a semi-structured interview. The companies chose the means of interview, 

either in person or online. A summary of the research methods used is provided in Appendix 1. Summary 

of the research methods. 

3.2 Sampling 

The preferred sampling strategy used in this research was a non-probability sampling method called 

judgement sampling. Judgement sampling is often used in qualitative research since it allows the 

researcher to interview a selective and subjective group of people. This way, the researcher is able to 

address the target audience directly whom he/she thinks their inclusion is warranted (Taherdoost, 2016).  

Logistics is defined as all activities related to the supply chain (Amr, Ezzat, & Kassem, 2019), meaning 

some companies that we perceive to be non-logistical are most certainly part of the logistical sector 

because of their dependency which influences the nature of transportation. Even though they do not 

directly transport goods, they are responsible for a large amount of goods being transported and the 

modalities that are being used. For this reason, the term logistics is used in the broadest sense of the 

word when making a selection of companies for the interviews.  When making a selection certain aspects 

were taken into consideration, such as multi-modality (organisations that operate on more than one 

modality so road, water, air, rails). Another aspect is the size of the organisation; Only midsized to large 

companies were selected since they initiate and take part in bigger and more costly projects that national 

and provincial funds do not or only partly cover. Another aspect taken into account was the availability of 

resources to invest in projects based on an annual report on company rating by logistiek.nl (Logistiek.nl, 

2020). A company needs to be able to invest in a project and have the manpower to look at alternative 

means of funding. In accordance with the Province of Limburg and stakeholders spoken to during the 

preliminary interviews, a selection of logistical companies (appendix 2.) has been made taking the above-

mentioned criteria in mind. 

The Province of Limburg identified two areas as logistical hotspots where the big logistical companies 

operate, namely Venlo (North-Limburg) and Sittard/Geleen (Central-Limburg). This means that a 

subjective selection has been made of companies in these two areas that are in a position to realise a 

sustainable transition. Since the Province of Limburg has a few key companies in the logistical sector who 

can be defined as the “big players”, in the region they need to be included in the research. These 

companies are important to the logistical sector due to their sheer size and the nature of their operations 

including multi-modality and international activities. These big players include, for example, Seacon, ECT,  

and Cabooter. Companies like these are multimodal, their services vary but all have access to water, road, 
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and rails and are operational on regional, national and, international level it implies the logistical 

importance of these companies is big. In addition to that, companies like these have the resources to 

invest in sustainable innovation, whereas smaller companies are less likely to invest time and money in 

researching and taking part in sustainable projects on a bigger scale. For this reason, provincial and 

national funds are most likely more interesting for smaller companies whereas the bigger companies 

probably find that their goals and financial needs will be more in line with European funds.  

3.2.1 Selection of logistical companies 

The participating logistical companies listed in Table 2. (Appendix 2. Selection of logistical companies for 

the interviewsmake up the 11 logistical companies that have been selected out of approximately 1.300 

transportation and logistical companies in Limburg (Kompass, sd). These 11 companies all play an 

important part in the supply chain of Limburg and have the resources to invest in sustainable projects. 

Most of the selected companies operate in the North of Limburg seeing that for many professionals in the 

Province of Limburg this the most appealing region for sustainable growth. One of the facilitators of this 

regional sustainable growth that makes the North of Limburg so appealing is the Brightlands Institute for 

Supply Chain Innovation (BISCI) in Venlo. Venlo is already an attractive region because of its strategic 

position incorporating a harbour, multiple rail terminals and connections to important ports, major 

highway routes into mainland Europe, and proximity to neighbouring member states. BISCI supports and 

promotes sustainable innovation and strongly advocates the importance of the triple helix model which is 

a collaboration of interactions between universities, governments, and the industry on innovation 

(Leydesdorff & Etzkowitz, 1998). Therefore, because of the above mentioned aspects, more sustainable 

projects are initiated in the North of Limburg. The same goes for Chemelot in Central-Limburg and the 

companies who operate on this park, especially since another Brightlands campus is located here.  

3.2.2 Interviewees 

In order to gather the most useful information, the people with the right position in a company have to 

participate in the interviews. For this reason, it is best to interview professionals on an operational and 

managerial level, such as project managers, advisors, board members, and CEOs. These professionals 

usually have the best overview of current projects and know about the companies vision on sustainability. 

They have a good understanding of the financial situation and know whether participating in sustainable 

projects is on the company’s agenda. In addition to that, they are the people who would be tasked with 

looking into external funds and maintaining relationships with governmental organisations. Only one 

interview per company will be conducted due to the time restraints.  
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3.3 Data analysis 

The document analysis will consist of a clear summary of the relevant and available EU funds which will 

capture the nature of the fund and the terms one has to fulfil in order to be eligible. After reaching out to 

the logistical companies and conducting the interviews, all recordings will be transcribed. After this, a 

clear and comprehensive overview will be presented to the Province of Limburg by analysing the data 

using the coding program Atlas (Atlas.ti (Software program)). Atlas is a software program that assists 

researchers with the coding of data by giving the researcher the right digital tools to code in an orderly 

and structural manner. In the interviews, certain key topics will be discussed like sustainability, 

cooperation, EU awareness, current projects/plans, the role of the province, etc.; a full overview of all 

questions asked during the interviews is included in Appendix 3. Overview of questions asked during 

interviewsOnce all data is collected, coded, put into a clear overview, and all sub-questions answered, a 

recommendation can be made to the Province of Limburg on what role they should play in future 

applications for EU funds.  
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4. Findings 
 

4.1 Relevant EU funds 

In order to answer the first sub-question and give a recommendation to the Province of Limburg, it is 

important to establish what EU funds are available and relevant to the logistical sector. Through desk 

research three EU funds were analysed that are of significant importance to the logistical sector and 

therefore this research. These funds include the previously mentioned TEN-T financial instrument CEF and 

two supplementary funds are analysed, namely HORIZON and INTERREG. A summary of the relevant EU 

funds is provided in Appendix 4. Summary of relevant EU funds 

4.1.1 Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) 

CEF is a thematic EU fund. One applies for a CEF fund when a project has a single goal that is aimed to be 

achieved (a theme). As previously mentioned, CEF aims to realise the implementation of the TEN-T policy 

and was initially set to end in 2020. From 2014 to 2020 €24.05 billion has been allocated to projects (RVO, 

2021). CEF is a fund that has a specific focus on logistics and infrastructure ultimately aiming to achieve 

the realisation of the TEN-T network. For this reason, CEF is one of the predominant means of EU funding 

in the logistical sector.  

Goals: CEF facilitates growth, job opportunities, and competition through the realisation of a 

comprehensive European infrastructure network (INEA, 2021). CEF aims to connect existing networks 

which make international transportation and travel easier, improve last-mile connections, promote 

multimodality, and ,most importantly, facilitates sustainable growth in logistics. What makes CEF different 

from other funds is that a single organisation, institution, or government can apply for a CEF fund whereas 

most funds require international cooperation as one of the mandatory requirements; this does not mean 

cooperation is not possible. CEF is a fund that works towards a more inclusive and comprehensive 

European transportation network. For this reason, projects need to contribute to the European agenda 

Figure 2. Project phases, Source: Rijksdienst voor 
Ondernemend Nederland (RVO, 2019). 
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with regards to sustainability. One can apply for a CEF fund in the execution phase, meaning it funds pilot 

activities, preparations, permits, and the actual execution of the project as is projected in figure 2.  

Finances: the Innovation and Networks Executive Agency (INEA) assesses the application and decides how 

much money will be allocated to applicant(s) from 10% to 50% of the total costs (RVO, 2019). Co-financing 

is made possible by ministries making projects more feasible. In addition, it is possible to combine CEF 

with different EU funds, e.g. HORIZON could fund the test/demo phase and CEF could fund the execution 

phase. Furthermore, blending is possible which means the applicant(s) can get a loan at the ECB with low-

interest rates to supplement the CEF fund. The success rate of getting a CEF fund and the amount of the 

fund is related to the corridor that is associated with the project for which a CEF fund is requested. This 

corridor, as mentioned in 2.2 Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T), can be an influential factor 

since projects on the Core network have priority over projects on the Comprehensive network.  

4.1.2 Horizon 

Horizon is another EU fund to facilitate more innovation in the EU for solving social issues. Horizon is a 

research fund and exclusively covers costs for research and pilots. Because of this, it is only applicable in 

the first two phases as Figure 2. Project phases, Source: Rijksdienst voor Ondernemend 

Nederlandshows us. One could perceive Horizon to be the R&D tool of the European Union. 

Goals: the main goal of Horizon is to contribute to a greener, sustainable, more competitive, and growing 

economy. For the logistical sector, Horizon is used as means of enhancing competition by funding 

research that will ultimately lead to new innovations being applied in the sector. In addition to that, 

Horizon gives the logistical sector the opportunity to join forces with stakeholders and potential 

competitors to collectively research new technologies to improve European logistics as a whole, meaning 

Horizon can be used as a financial tool to make R&D more feasible. The Commission recently set out new 

provisions for the Horizon program after 2020. In these plans, more resources and attention will be 

allocated to reaching the goals mentioned in the European Green Deal (European Commision, 2021). The 

scope and goals of the new Horizon program have not changed much from the initial Horizon program 

which set out to expire in 2020 because the original Horizon program is deemed to be a major success 

according to impact assessments (Kátay, Mosberger, & Tucci, 2019). Horizon is only applicable when the 

project is in the best interest of the EU, meaning there is a need for international cooperation between 

organisations or institutions in different member states.  

Finances: the funding of the new Horizon program 2021-27 is not clear yet but is expected to be similar to 

the structure of Horizon 2020. In Horizon 2020 the percentage of financial support for research projects 

ranges from 70% to 100%, meaning EU funding for research is significantly higher than the execution. In 

addition, national ministries can co-fund projects making it relatively easy to reach 100% coverage of 

projects. Projects have a maximum of 15 million euros (RVO, 2019).  
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4.1.3 INTERREG 

INTERREG is a prevalent EU fund and commonly used on a regional level throughout Europe. INTERREG, 

as the name suggests, aims to improve policy on a regional level between member states. INTERREG is a 

structural fund which means it has a running time of multiple years. Most INTERREG programs ended in 

2020 as happened with other EU funds. As of now, the EU is working out the details of the new INTERREG 

programs so that they are more aligned with the European Green Deal, seeing that this will play a pivotal 

role in future EU policy-making. Currently, there are several INTERREG programs that focus on specific 

regions which include the Netherlands. The programs relevant to the logistical sector in Limburg are: 

- INTERREG Netherlands-Germany (NG); 

- INTERREG Netherlands-Belgium (NB); 

- INTERREG North Sea Region (NSR); 

- INTERREG North West Europe (NWE); 

- INTERREG Europe. 

Goals: all INTERREG programs focus on their assigned region but all work towards the same goal of 

improving regional development. They do this by funding innovative projects that contribute to 

international cooperation between member states and therefore regional development with special 

attention to sustainability and the climate (RVO, 2021). Although all INTERREG programs serve the same 

purpose each region has its own opportunities and challenges. Therefore, many programs have different 

agendas and priorities within the framework of INTERREG. INTERREG is a so-called structural fund, 

meaning projects get funded from the initial idea to the execution which means the EU is quite involved in 

the process and is therefore structurally present throughout the project. Unlike certain other EU funds, 

INTERREG can be used by all entities such as governments, universities, companies, NGOs, agencies, etc.. 

Over the years, INTERREG has been issued with facilitating regional development in regards to the 

economy and sustainability and will continue to do this when the new period of INTERREG will be 

introduced.  

Finances: the percentage of funding is determined by the program that one applies for. Funding ranges 

from 50% to approximately 85% depending on what INTERREG program is used (RVO, 2019). For some 

programs, public partners get an even higher percentage than private partners, which is the case with 

INTERREG Europe, meaning that if a province or municipality would function as lead partner instead of a 

logistical company the funding from INTERREG Europe would be higher. The difference between 

INTERREG and other EU funds is that, at least in the Netherlands, co-funding by national ministries is not 

possible.  
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4.2 Eligibility for EU funds 

The three EU financial instruments mentioned in 4.1 Relevant EU funds have been selected since they are 

applicable to the logistical sector, such as, improving European infrastructure, regional development, and 

innovation. According to RVO these are the most prominent funding possibilities for companies (RVO, 

2019). As of now, we expect that many companies have projects they want to execute without being 

aware of the possibility to use one of these three funds or which fund fits the project best. What all three 

funds have in common is that they require projects to contribute to the agenda of the EU and especially 

to the EGD. For a company to be eligible for any of these funds in the first place their projects need to be 

in line with the goals of either one of the funds meaning they are innovative, contributing to EU cohesion, 

and/or contribute to reaching the targets mentioned in the EGD. Limburg has many institutions and 

organisation in which the triple helix work together to come up with innovative initiatives for the logistical 

sector meaning a part of these are potentially eligible for EU funds. Overall there are a lot of opportunities 

for the logistical sector and governments of Limburg with regards to EU funding of innovative projects. 

CEF, Horizon, and INTERREG all have a different nature and purpose and for this reason the funds have 

different requirements that need to be met. A company is eligible for a fund when their projects meet the 

following requirements: 

Eligibility for CEF: projects that are eligible for a CEF fund incorporate one or more of the 

following aspects: 

o Solving missing links in European transportation network; 

o Solving bottlenecks in European transportation network;  

o Connecting rails and roads between EU member states; 

o Improving international infrastructure; 

o Sustainable innovation and development of European transportation network; 

o Transition to innovative energy-efficient transportation technologies (RVO, 2019).  

Eligibility for Horizon: projects that are eligible for a Horizon fund meet the following two 

requirements: 

o The specifics for the new Horizon program have not been decided upon yet but will most 

likely be similar to the original program. Horizon remains an innovation fund therefore, 

for an entity to be eligible for Horizon it needs to propose a research or demonstration 

project;  

o The project needs to contribute to European goals and include at least two partners from 

two different member states. This can be organisations, public institutions, or 

universities (RVO, 2021). 
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Eligibility for INTERREG: projects that are eligible for INTERREG meet the following overarching 

requirements: 

 

o International cooperation between member states is mandatory;  

o Supports regional development with special attention for sustainability; 

o A project has to be innovative and the stakeholders have to be diverse (e.g. triple-helix) 

(DG for Regional policy, 2011); 

o All the specific regional INTERREG programs have their own regional agendas which 

enables them to set specific requirements. The overarching INTERREG requirements as 

mentioned above are mandatory for all INTERREG programs, but additional requirements 

may be requested by the regional INTERREG programs.  

It is important to establish what the specifics of a project are in order to apply for the relevant fund. 

When looking at the requirements of different funds it might still be unclear what fund is the best fit. In 

that case several factors that determine the best fitting fund are the size of the project, the phase in 

which the project will take place, the location where the project will take place/have an impact on, and 

the goal of the project. The summary in  Appendix 4. Summary of relevant EU funds might assist in 

highlighting the differences between the funds. 

As mentioned, multiple factors could impact which fund is the best fit. The goal determines whether a 

thematic or structural fund should be used, for example, if a project in which a modal shift will remove a 

bottleneck on rails it focusses on one specific logistical theme meaning CEF would be a better fit than for 

example INTERREG where there is less focus on logistics. The size of the project, meaning how many 

stakeholders are involved, is relevant too because if a company wishes to run a project on their own, 

INTERREG and HORIZON would not be possible since they require a set of stakeholders that operate in 

more than one member state. In addition to that, the phase the project is going to take place in could 

determine what fund should be used. As shown in Figure 2. Project phases, Source: Rijksdienst voor 

Ondernemend Nederland certain funds only apply in specific phases, meaning a research project with 

the sole purpose to do research should use an R&D innovation fund such as HORIZON. Last, we have the 

location. One should look at the region that the project will impact in order to accurately choose the right 

fund, this especially applies for INTERREG.  

Overall, the EU funds as previously mentioned are similar but also very different depending on the nature 

of a project. Many of the funds have the same requirements but all serve a different purpose. It is 

therefore of importance that one looks at the requirements that do not overlap and make a fund unique 

to see what fund applies to the project at hand. 
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4.3 Knowledge of EU funds 

Each semi-structured interview has been conducted using 9 questions (Appendix 3. Overview of 

questions asked during interviewsthat amount to a selection of variables. The results of the interviews 

will be discussed through addressing the variables and corresponding answers given by some of the 

interviewees. The first questions were dedicated to finding out what the current knowledge of the 

participants on EU funds is and where this knowledge comes from and by doing so ultimately answering 

sub-question 3.  

4.3.1 Current knowledge 

Out of 11 interviews, two participants reported to have no knowledge of any EU funds at all, and seven 

interviewees to have insufficient knowledge but knew the basics of EU funding instruments, the 

remaining two respondents reported to have sufficient knowledge of one or more funds because of 

previous experience in working with funds. Basically the largest part of the respondents claim to have 

some knowledge on European funding but as the interviews progressed eight participants failed to 

mention relevant EU funds, showing that their knowledge was outdated or incorrect. When asked about 

the current EU funds, most only seem to recall the projects for which they have had already received 

funding, disregarding whether this was national or an outdated EU fund. Some were very open and said 

that they rely on others to find information for them saying “I do not know anything about funds but I ask 

organisations that should know” (Interviewee #10, personal communication, 08-04-21) others, like 

previously mentioned, think they already use European funds while in fact they are national funds.  

One can conclude from the interviews that the current knowledge of most participants on European 

financial instruments and the possibility to use them is therefore lacking. In addition, there seems to be 

confusion about what the difference between national and EU funds are amongst some respondents. This 

confirms the assumption of the stakeholders in the preliminary interviews who deemed the current 

knowledge on EU funds in the logistical sector in Limburg to be low. Nonetheless, the participants 

reported to be interested in working with EU funds and therefore regretted having insufficient 

knowledge.  

4.3.2. Source of the current knowledge 

The consensus amongst the participants seems to be that knowledge regarding EU funding and the EU in 

general is hard to find especially when companies do not have the resources and manpower to look into 

them. They report that researching the possibilities is relatively hard when one has no experience with 

European legislation. For this reason, five out of eleven companies hired consultancy agencies as 

specialists on topics like these, yet not all of them are happy about the service these agencies provide 

which leaves the information regarding EU funds lacking still. So did one participant say when discussing 

the consultancy agencies “They send us a big fat bill but we showed them the door because they hadn’t 

achieved a single thing” (Interviewee #2, personal communication, 08-04-21). Others want to hire 
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consultancy agencies because they lack the capital and manpower to research internally but mention it is 

not feasible therefore saying “We need a middleman because for some companies it only brings extra 

costs and then there is still no guarantee” (Interviewee #8, personal communication, 19-04-21).  

Furthermore, they find the accessibility to relevant information hard since it is provided by multiple 

sources and spread out over the internet, making it hard to find what they are looking for. For most of the 

participants information regarding funding is provided by semi-governmental organisations such as LIOF. 

It is remarkable that all most all participants operate international and still rely on a local semi-

government to inform them about government funding. In addition to that, the LIOF limits itself to 

national and provincial funding with exception of INTERREG. For this reason, companies that look to LIOF 

for funding possibilities will never be informed about the possibility of available EU funds which explains 

the lack of knowledge which is prevalent at almost all participants. In addition to that, all participants 

seem the be member of some community or union in which companies collaborate and share 

information. One participant said “We are part of VFV Venlo Freight Village, ELC, SMART Logistics, 

Crossroads Limburg and also LIOF, by participating in those meetings we try to stay up-to-date” 

(Interviewee #4, personal communication, 13-04-21). The most reoccurring communities where 

participants seem to get some form of information on EU funding from are: SMART Logistics Centre, ELC 

and Supply Chain Valley. This shows us that in addition to LIOF, collaboration between companies comes 

from information sharing but for some who are not a member of those it means they are out of the loop 

since good information is a scarcity. At least 4 participant therefore explicitly emphasized the need for 

information and preferably a central point where they can get it and ask questions, others suggestively 

mentioned something needs to be done in light of this topic. This tell us that the overall knowledge on 

European funding is lacking and therefore funding possibilities are not utilised.  

 

4.4. Drivers and barriers 

In order to answer sub-question 4 it is necessary to find out what motivates and what demotivates 

logistical companies in Limburg to work with EU funds. The findings based on the interviews are 

presented below. 

4.4.1 Drivers 

Many of the participants operate on an international level and are therefore already internationally 

oriented, for them international cooperation comes naturally although working with the EU seems new to 

most. Even though some have done previous European projects and others have no prior EU experience, 

all of the participants seem to be willing to work with the EU if this means they can fund a project.  

Some of the participants see possibilities in an international collaboration, explaining that they have 

projects in mind that would have a greater success if more stakeholders joined and contributed to funding 

which for them is a great motivation to carry the project to an European level. For example, one of the 
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participants responded “I think it is important to work on an EU level. If you look at my project now you 

see that the perception of the super-eco-combi is completely different on a national level than on an EU 

level and I think the value only increases when we take it to an European level” (Interviewee #1, personal 

communication, 12-04-21).  Furthermore, some companies see it as a logical step to call upon the EU for 

financial aid when their projects are cross bordered and therefore European themed meaning it 

contributes to regional development within the EU and therefore an European issue.  

In addition to achieving more when collaborating, most of the participants know about the approaching 

climate neutrality deadlines. When asked about green European legislation participants recognised the 

need to invest in the future in order to keep up with sustainable developments. This pressing thought of 

having to make the company future proof is what many companies drove to accept the invitation of the 

interview for this research in the first place since EU funding would make a part of this transition more 

feasible. Furthermore, almost all participants reported to have a project for which they need alternative 

funding. Since all of these projects have an international dimension and will benefit the European 

infrastructure they ought EU funding to be the most logical step. For this reason, current project drive 

logistical companies to look for alternative funding and makes them look to governments for assistance. 

Despite their willingness to engage in an application for EU funding 9 out of 11 participants are having 

some reservations on how this collaboration will look like. Only 2 reported to have no doubts about their 

motivation to work with the EU. 

4.4.2 Barriers 

As previously mentioned, all of the participants are open to working with the EU but there are some 

factors that prevents several companies from applying for EU funds. Besides the obviously lack of 

knowledge and experience the things that form barriers in the application for EU funding are for example 

the complexity of the funds and where to apply for them. Some participants mention: “I would always 

want go for it but I also realise how complex it is” (Interviewee #2, personal communication, 08-04-21), 

which circles back to the lack of knowledge as an inhibiting factor. This complexity that the interviewee is 

talking about is a long complicated procedure of applying for a fund and everything that comes with it. In 

addition, three participants mention that the workload that comes with an application scares them, 

because they do not have the resources and manpower to oversee such an application and would 

therefore need assistance. Three respondents mentioned that they see the EU as too far away and feel 

like it is impossible to get funding from an institution like that while other see the EU as very 

approachable and welcome the idea of collaboration.  

Furthermore, participants find it hard to commit to investments prior to an application for research and 

consultation purposes when there is no guarantee that the fund will get approved and therefore their 

investments will be profitable. This means that the stakeholders in the preliminary interview were right 

about the three inhibiting factors (chapter 2.4) since none of the participants mentioned considerable 
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additional factors that prevent them from applying for EU funds. The three main reasons that prevent 

companies to apply for EU funds are still a lack of knowledge, investments that have to be made, and an 

collaboration with an unknown government such as the EU. Overall the participants are eager to work 

with EU funding for the reasons mentioned in 4.4.1. but they are also hesitant to engage in an application 

without proper knowledge, assurance, and resources.  

 

4.5 Role of the Province of Limburg 

Even before the actual application, many participants believe the Province should create a central point 

where companies can find information regarding the EU and funds relevant to Limburg. To many of the 

companies the EU is unfamiliar and most information will never reach them. For this reason, many 

participants reported that the Province should not only facilitate the actual application process but should 

also inform the companies that do not have the resources to do it on their own on what funds are 

available. 

When asked about what role the Province of Limburg should play in the application process the consensus 

among the participants seems to be that the initiative should come from the companies and the Province 

should facilitate the application process. This means that the companies would like the Province to be the 

link between the businesses and the EU. The main argument seems to be that the companies lack the 

knowledge to do this on their own and are therefore in need of expertise. In addition to that, participants 

reported that it is unlikely that they are filing for an application on their own because of the 

administrative workload. They want someone with experience who can assist them with this and take 

away some of the workload when it comes to communication with the EU.  

There is also some scepticism when it comes to the Province’s experience with the EU. Two companies 

reported that they find Limburg’s lobby in the EU weak and would therefore not be able to achieve what 

is necessary to be of value to the logistical sector, saying “we have a very weak lobby and for this reason 

we need a permanent representative of logistics for Limburg in Brussels”. They do not only want the 

Province to facilitate but also establish a permanent presence in Brussels for the logistical sector in 

Limburg so that a neutral party recognises opportunities for Limburg and presents them to companies in 

Limburg which could for example be European funds.  
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5. Conclusion and recommendations 
 

5.1 Discussion 

The key findings of this research show us that there are three EU funds with special regards to 

sustainability relevant to the logistical sector of Limburg, namely CEF, Horizon, and INTERREG. These 

funds all have their own specific goals and are applicable in different phases of a project. Eligibility for 

these funds is based on the nature of the project at hand. There are several factors that decide whether a 

project is eligible for a fund namely, the goal, size, and location. After having established what EU funds 

are relevant and what makes a company eligible this paper shows us that as was already presumed in the 

preliminary interviews that companies in Limburg have a lack of knowledge when it comes to EU funds. 

The knowledge is outdated, incorrect, or too hard to find because of complexity and/or limited 

accessibility. Despite a lack of knowledge, there is a willingness to work with EU funds mainly because this 

would make a green transition more feasible but there are also some reservations. Barriers include a lack 

of knowledge, big investments prior to an application, working with an unfamiliar government, and a lack 

of manpower to apply for EU funds. The role of the Province of Limburg according to the companies 

should be facilitating. The initiative comes from the companies and the Province should function as a link 

between them and the EU since they expect the Province to have the experience and contacts necessary 

to make an application successful. Furthermore, do the results give the Province an understanding of 

what role logistical companies expect the Province to take in future applications.  

The results of the research may assist the Province of Limburg in the creation of solutions for their 

management problem by In addition, by giving them a better understanding of EU funds applicable to the 

logistical sector and the motives of logistical companies in Limburg to apply for this funding or not. The 

findings can be of importance to companies too with regards to acquiring new information on EU funding. 

Furthermore may it result in new research, perhaps in a quantitative approach where more companies in 

Limburg are included to find out whether a lack of knowledge on EU funds is prevalent in other sectors as 

well. The research could also be expanded to different sized companies. Whereas this research focussed 

on midsized to large companies for reasons mentioned in section 3.2 more research could be done on 

smaller sized companies too. Overall do the findings give the Province of Limburg and the readers of this 

paper  
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5.2 Conclusion 

The Province of Limburg is tasked, together with other governments, to carry out the green policy of the 

EU and currently does this with limited resources. For the realisation of this green policy in the logistical 

sector money can be used in form of funds allocated by the EU to already existing financial instruments, 

yet this opportunity is not being utilised. The Province, therefore, wishes to find out what is withholding 

logistical companies in applying for EU funds. This ultimately leads to the question that needs to be 

researched, namely “what makes logistical companies in the province of Limburg eligible for EU funds that 

contribute to greener initiatives and what are the drivers and barriers for these companies to engage in 

an application for EU funds?”.  

As previously mentioned there are three financial instruments that fund sustainable logistics, namely CEF, 

Horizon, and INTERREG. These funds make certain projects more feasible. For companies in Limburg to be 

eligible for such as fund certain factors come into play. Each fund has their specific requirements but the 

overarching aim seems to be regional development, international cooperation, and improvement of the 

European infrastructure. For companies to be eligible for EU funds solely depends on the nature of the 

project at hand. Overall, with the new EU green policies it is relatively easy to fit a project in the green 

ambitions of the EU as mentioned early in this paper together with the specific requirements for each 

fund.  

In addition, logistical companies in Limburg are willing to apply for EU funds despite having some 

reservations. Companies believe the value of their project will increase when they take it to an European 

level. Furthermore, financial aid from the EU would make a green transition more feasible. A few of the 

barriers that prevent the companies from applying for EU funds are a lack of knowledge, big investments 

prior to an application, working with an unfamiliar government, and a lack of manpower. The logistical 

companies that participated in the interview were also asked what role of the Province of Limburg should 

play in the application process. The consensus seems to be that the Province should play a facilitating role 

where they bring parties together and function as an experienced link or communication channel 

between companies and the EU.  

By taking away the inhibiting factors mentioned in the preliminary interviews that were confirmed by the 

research conducted in this paper the Province of Limburg should be able to solve the management 

problem. With the creation of a single information point, addressing the communities, and inclusion of 

smaller parties, awareness is created and the barrier for companies to apply for EU funds smaller. A 

smaller barrier equals a faster implementation of the European green agenda therefore the Province will 

actively contribute to reaching the climate goals.  
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5.3 Recommendations 

 
Sharing information through a single platform 

Since both the preliminary interviews and the semi-structured interviews concluded that there is a serious 

lack of knowledge on the current EU funds it would be advisable to start making the first change here. 

Information is hard to find and scattered over multiple sources, for this reason I would advise the 

Province of Limburg to pick one central point where they provide companies, governments, and other 

relevant stakeholders with up-to-date information on EU funding. One of the possibilities of this central 

point could be the website of the Province but currently when looking at the official website of the 

Province of Limburg there is no mention of European funds at all although this would be expected of a 

Province. The official website of the Province could be used as central point when information when they 

update it but they could also use one of the communities that most companies are already a member of 

or familiar with. By using the website of for example Topcorridors, which is a community that includes 

provinces and ministries, a national platform with regional focus is created where companies can find 

information on the EU funds and ask questions. In addition to that, the information provided on the 

platform needs to be simple so that even complex EU policy will be easy to understand which saves 

companies time and resources by not having to do research on their own. This information should 

summarise EU funding so that companies can see whether their goals are in line with the objectives of the 

funding programs and whether they are eligible or not. Furthermore, the right contact details need to be 

included so that in case a new project is initiated companies know who to contact at the Province in case 

they need assistance or are looking for a partner. To summarise, it is important to create a central 

information point through which complex EU policy is communicated in a understandable way whilst 

being up-to-date and relevant to the logistical sector of Limburg.  

 
Addressing EU funds in communities 

Instead of passively informing companies by creating a central information point the Province could also 

inform them actively. Since all participants reported to be part of either ELC, SMART Logistics Centre, 

Supply Chain Valley, or some other form of interest group where they get most of their information from, 

this would be the perfect place to inform companies on the possibilities and availability of EU funds. By 

for example inviting experts on the topic of EU funds a workshop or presentation can be given in which a 

big audience is reached and informed with relatively little effort and time. Seeing that the motivation and 

willingness of companies to participate in this research because of a high interest in EU funds, I believe 

that some form of workshop or presentation initiated by the Province and organised by experts will be 

welcomed by the logistical companies in Limburg. The Province of Limburg has close ties with funding 

specialists of the RVO, experts of consultancy agencies, and internal experts in the Province and 
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municipalities, so finding the right people to organise these workshops will be relatively easy, especially 

since some of these experts, like consultancies, benefit from these workshops by expanding their network 

with potential new customers. The main goal of these workshops is to inform and provide companies with 

accurate and relevant information so that whenever they consider starting a project they remember that 

there are alternative European means available. This workshop could also be used to generate more ideas 

on the central information points and coherently the needs of the companies. 

 
Inclusion of smaller companies 

It takes a large company with a lot of resources and manpower to research EU funding possibilities and 

have the knowhow to apply for them. Therefore, I believe that its most beneficial to work in consortiums. 

I would advise that when they create a consortium that they include smaller companies who would 

normally be left outside of the picture. Whenever there is a project to take away a bottleneck by 

expanding a harbour then it’s obvious that companies who do not operate on water will not participate in 

this project, but when there is a more general goal, like an innovative energy transition then I would 

advise the Province to let as many companies with an interest participate and benefit from it as possible. 

The logistical companies in Limburg and the Province of Limburg all have a shared goal of making a green 

transition and for some companies with less resources it is harder to make that transition and might 

therefore need some extra assistance. I believe the Province could play an excellent facilitating role in 

bringing parties together so that Limburg as a whole can profit from European financial aid. Including the 

smaller organisations starts with informing them by for example promoting the central information point, 

after which they will contact the right people if they are interested. After the creating of a single platform 

it should be easier to reach out to companies and inform the public, this way the Province can reach a 

bigger audience when it comes to finding partners for projects. By making information easier to read and 

more accessible the demand for European projects from smaller companies will rise as they gain more 

knowledge on the possibilities.  
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5.3 Limitations 

The findings of this paper have to been seen in the light of some limitations. The selection of companies 

to participate in the research has been chosen through a non-probability sampling method called 

judgement sampling which means that they are subject to biases. The companies selected to participate 

therefore do not fully represent the logistical sector of Limburg but an important part of it. In addition, 

due to time constraint 11 companies were interviewed. Since, the research is partially based on opinions 

of participants, the results by interviewing a relatively low amount of participants could have been 

different if a number of companies were replaced with others. Although, many of the participants seem 

to have a consensus on topics presented during the interviews there is no guarantee other logistical 

companies in Limburg would have given the same answers. Furthermore, the European funds as 

described in the research are currently under revision since the EU is in a new revision period. This means 

that the content of the EU funding might change in the coming year, although it is expected few changes 

will be made.  
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Appendix 1. Summary of the research methods 
 

Table 1. Summary of the research methods 

 
Related 

Research 

Question 

Type 

Why  this method 

Who /Source 

(Represent.) 

Where  When End Product 

Chart/List/Table 

Desk /Lit. SQ1, SQ2 Document analysis in order to 

find out what conditions have to 

be met for relevant EU funds. By 

doing a document analysis it 

should become clear what funds 

should be included in the 

research.  

EU, RVO, INEA, 

Dutch 

government, 

Province of 

Limburg 

From 

home 

1-3-21 List 

Interview a SQ3  Qualitative semi-structured 

interviews generate the most 

inclusive answers on the 

knowledge and attitudes of 

logistical companies on EU funds 

Logistical 

companies in 

the province of 

Limburg 

From 

home or 

on 

location 

 Start 1-

4-21 

 List 

Interview b SQ 4   Qualitative semi-structured 

interviews generate the most 

inclusive answers on the 

knowledge and attitudes of 

logistical companies on EU funds 

 Logistical 

companies in 

the province of 

Limburg 

From 

home or 

on 

location 

Start 1-

4-21 

 List 

Interview c SQ 5 Qualitative semi-structured 

interviews generate the most 

inclusive answers on the 

knowledge and attitudes of 

logistical companies on EU funds 

Logistical 

companies in 

the province of 

Limburg 

From 

home or 

on 

location 

Start 1-

4-21 

List 
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Appendix 2. Selection of logistical companies for the interviews 
 

Table 2. Selection of logistical companies for the interviews 

Interview number Naam Location 

1.  Ewals Cargo Care North-Limburg 

2.  Cabooter Group North-Limburg 

3.  Emons Group North-Limburg 

4.  KLG North-Limburg 

5.  VidaXL North-Limburg 

6.  Seacon Logistics North-Limburg 

7.  ECT North-Limburg 

8.  Houben Duurzame renovatie Central/South-Limburg 

9.  Chemelot Central/South-Limburg 

10.  Meulenberg Central/South-Limburg 

11.  Teunissen Central/South-Limburg 
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Appendix 3. Overview of questions asked during interviews 
 

Table 3. Overview of questions asked during the interviews 

 Questions semi-structured interview 
 

 
 
 

        SQ1 - Knowledge 

1.  Are you aware of current European funds created by the EU regarding 
logistics and sustainability? 

  

2. In what way(s) do you get information from governments in the 
Netherlands and beyond about the EU and EU funding? 

  

3.  Has your organisation used one or more EU funds in the past? 

  

4. Are you aware of the current European and Dutch legislation regarding 
sustainability and reaching the climate neutrality deadlines? 

  

  
 

        SQ 4 – Drivers/barriers 

5. How does your organisation give interpretation to the topic of 
sustainability? I.o.w., are there current projects and do you see 
possibilities for a modal shift? 

  

6. What is your opinion on EU funding programs? Can you explain why you 
want to work with the EU or why not?  

  

7. Do you consider using EU funds in the future? 

  

8. Do you see a collaboration between your organisation and other 
organisations/governmental institutions as something likely to happen if 
this meant an joined application for funds is possible? 

   

9. In case you want to apply for an EU funds or in case you want to 
participate in a joined application, how do you see the division of roles 
between you and the Province of Limburg? 

        
      SQ5 – Role of the Province 

of Limburg 
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Appendix 4. Summary of relevant EU funds 
 

Table 4. Summary of relevant EU funds 

Summary of relevant EU funds 
 

EU Financial 
Instrument 

Key aspects Goals Funding Co-funding? Phase 

Connecting Europe 
Facility 

 
- Thematic fund 
- Focus on infrastructure  
- Implementation of 

TEN-T Network 
- New period in 2021 

 

 
- Realisation of a 

comprehensive European 
infrastructure network 

- Facilitating sustainable 
growth in logistics 
 

10 – 50% Yes - Execution 

Horizon 
- Thematic fund 
- R&D tool of the EU 
- New period in 2021 

 
- Contributing to a greener, 

sustainable, competitive, 
and growing economy 

- Facilitating research 
which leads to no 
innovations 

- Special focus on green 
innovation 
 

70 – 100% Yes 
- Idea/Research 
- Test/Demo 

INTERREG 

 
- Structural fund 
- Regional development 

and growth 
- Different INTERREG 

programs 
- New period in 2021 

 

- Improving regional 
growth  

- International cooperation 
- Regional development 

regarding climate and 
sustainability  

50 – 85% No 
- Idea/Research 
- Test/Demo 
- Execution 
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Appendix 5. Summary of the interviews  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SQ3 – Knowledge 

- Outdated or little to no knowledge  

- Inability to find relevant information 

o Limited availability 

o Complex information 

o Information scattered over many sources 

o Lack of manpower to do research 

- Information comes from semi-governments 

- Information comes from communities 

SQ4 – Drivers 

- International cooperation increases the value of a 

project 

- Need for additional funding in order to invest in a 

green transition 

- Motivation to solve EU problems with EU funding 

 

 

SQ4 – Barriers 

- Lack of knowledge 

o Availability of funds 

o Where to apply for them 

- Complexity of EU legislation, e.g. EU funding 

- Big investments prior to application 

- Collaboration with the EU 

o Unfamiliar and perceived to be “too far away” 

- Lack of resources and manpower to apply 

SQ5 – Role of the Province 

- Facilitating role 

o Bringing parties together 

o Providing relevant information regarding 

EU funding 

- Link between companies and Brussels in terms of 

communication and networking 

- Initiative comes from the companies 

Figure 3. Summary of the interviews 


